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fungal remains, such as the Hymenomycete, Palaeoclavaria burmitis Poinar & Brown (2003) and one of the 
earliest known mushrooms, Palaeoagaracites antiquus Poinar and Buckley (2007). The present study describes 
a gasteroid fungus preserved in Myanmar (Burmese) amber. Fossil gasteroids, which include puffballs, earth- 
balls, earthstars and stinkhorn fungi, are exceedingly rare with previous records limited to Lycoperdites tertia- 
rius Poinar (2001), from Tertiary Mexican amber, a Late Cenozoic earthstar (Geasteraceae) from Pueblo, 
Mexico (Magallon-Pueble &  Cervallos-Ferriz 1993) and a subfossil from Holocene deposits in Alaska (Chaney 
& Mason 1936). 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The amber piece contains some 25 complete or partial fruiting bodies in various developmental stages. Some 

immersion oil to observe hyphae, and spores. The amber originated from a mine excavated in 2001, in the 
Hukawng Valley, southwest of Maingkhwan in Kachin State (26°20'N, 96°36'E) in Myanmar. This location, 
known as the Noije Bum 2001 Summit Site, was assigned to the Early-Mid Cretaceous, Upper Albian, on the 
basis of paleontological evidence (Cruickshank & Ko 2003) placing the age at 97 to 110 mya. Nuclear mag- 
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Fig. 1. Group of Palaeogastermicromorpha'm Myanmar amber. Holotype is the specimen with the large opening in the center of the photo. Scale bar=3 mm. 

Bum 2001 Summit Site indicate an araucarian (possibly Agathis) tree source for the amber (Poinar et al. 2007). 
Descriptive terminology and taxonomy is based on Guzman (1970), Guzman and Ovrebo (2000), Gurgel, et al. 
(2008), Alfredo et al. (2012) and Nouhra et al. (2012). 

Boletales (Sclerodermatineae) 

Palaeogaster Poinar, Alfredo, &  Baseia, gen. nov. (Figs. 1-8), MycoBank no.: MB 801127. Type Species: Palaeogaster 

Palaeogaster micromorpha Poinar, Alfredo, & Baseia, sp. nov. (Figs. 1-8), MycoBank no.: MB 801127. Type: 
MYANMAR  (BURMA): Amber mine in the Hukawng Valley, SW of Maingkhwan in Kachin State (26°20'N, 96°36'E), 1999, unknown 

Fruiting bodies from 5-7 mm in length, 3-4 mm in width; peridium persistent, peridium wall 6-12 pm wide; 
surface with areas of fine concentric, often intersecting lines; peridium splitting irregularly at terminus or sub¬ 
terminus to form large, roundish apertures ranging from 2-3 mm in diameter; apertures rimmed with frag¬ 
ments of original peridium; mature gleba powdery, yellow-orange; spores clear, globose to subglobose, lacking 



2 bar = 27 |im. 






